THE SLEEF OF APPLES
AMI SANDS BRODOFF
Imanng PebBcatians

REVIEW BY MAYA KHANEKHOJE
The Slesp of Apples is a collection of
linked stories by Mantresl asthor Ami
Sands Brodoff. 1t takes its name from
“Gacels of the Dark Death,” a ghazal or
ode to love by Spanish poet Federico
Garcia Lorea, whose life was cut shom
&t the begmmaing of the Spanish Givil War
far loving frecdom and loving men. This
choica is not a coincidence; the author
is wall-acquainted with the marginal-
ized who struggle to lree themselves
Irem a narmative society that does nok
abwrays understand them. Sands Brodoif
does understand and, in fact, loves har
characters.

Thie binak apens with a story of loss, of
Bubbe, & grandmather, This account then
introdusos tha rekl of the prolagonists
wiea balang to different generations and
face different predicaments, but are alsa
hinked 1o each ather by blood, frendship,
lowe or smple human solidarity. The
suthar skillfully describes a stable mar-
riage that twmns inta a threesome, which,
in tufn, morphs inta & &y cowple, the
proeduct of whom is & child who. in turm
... Will, you get the picture, Other issues
dealt with in this nuanced and humane
book include surrogacy, suicidi, dregs,
gendor rg-assgnation, chimate change
and guthanasia.

Thase portraits are drasn agaanst tha
backdrop of a Montreal working-class
district along the Lachine canal, with far-
a5 inko e upper-class neighbourhood of
Westmawnt, Important landmarks of the
city provide a decply-felt sense of place
for tha Jewish eommunity, which foems a
vital part of the characters’ lives.
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As a reviewer, | normally
like to finish a book as
quickly as | can and then
wirite dowm my impressions
while: thiy are still fresh in
my mind. In this case, | was
forced to toke long breaks
because the characiers
were 50 compelling that
I needed closure beforne
mowing an io the next one,
Ami Sands Brododfs writing is like o ses
teaming with life. Dare to wade into it
and you will discover, a5 the characier
Mir does, that your “heart is bursting,
mind Nlaating free.”

HERIZONS SPRING 2022 31



